78       XKe Science of Happiness

Certain sides of Schopenhauer's talent and logic
have only strengthened the influence of the mys-
tical and romantic portion of his work: the
simplicity of his doctrine; his clear, exact, often
caustic and witty style; his work, comparable to
that of a work of art, for it proceeds from the
direct vision of things; his thoughts, which de-
velop almost by the means of intuition, " at times,"
as he himself said, "when all will was slumbering
heavily and judgment was uncontrolled"; his
ideas finally, collected into several volumes, which
offer us the entirety of all the philosophical and
moral sciences, beginning by a system of nature,
one of religion, an ontology, a philosophy of law
and of history, an individual and collective psy-
chology, and a theory of knowledge. He has
known how to deal an almost decisive blow to the
morality of the categorical imperative, that
invulnerable and invincible nightmare of all
modern moralists, and these are so many reasons
which have not ceased, and never will cease, to
attract the modern soul toward his pessimism,
which is often pernicious and dissolvent. By
exerting an action either direct or through a
surrounding atmosphere pervaded by his thought,

countries Renan, d'Annunzio, etc., without mentioning the French
represented by various schools (R6my de Gourmont, etc.).